Relationship between certain radiographic and biologic characteristics in breast cancer.
The relationship between mammographic appearance of microcalcifications and tumor stage, malignancy grade, estrogen receptor (ER) content and nuclear DNA pattern was studied in 92 mammary carcinomas. The results indicate that no complementary prognostic guidance can be obtained from the radiographic appearance of a tumor apart from a high probability of a spiculated cancer being ER-rich. The finding of a relatively high proportion of aneuploid and ER-poor carcinomas among tumors with microcalcifications indicates that this radiographic characteristic might be associated with increased growth potential.